
North Bikes Team
According to his OPA interview, the 
team Officer Lee was on and Sgt. 

Sylvester was in charge of on 
Labor Day.

OPA Interviewed 11 Officers

Justin Christopher 
Moore 

Molotov cocktail suspect, a.k.a. 
"Tan Gloves." Arrested in 2021. 

Not targeted for arrest during Labor 
Day protest.

Det. Basset
According to Capt. Allen,

emailed him a protest flyer
ahead of the event.

Lieutenant Arata, ABS
According to Allen, Arata told him that 

protesters left a box of Molotov 
cocktails at the SPOG office — found 

after protesters had left the area.

Sgt. David Sylvester
Bike squad supervisor. Officer Enoch 

Lee's supervisor on Labor Day.
More

In the course of their investigation, OPA 
failed to interview seven officers who 

were key to events of the day, including the 
officer who attempted to arrest a subject said 

to be carrying a Molotov cocktail.

A planned but unpermitted protest took place at 
SPOG HQ on Sept. 7, 2020.

Overview

SPOG pres. Mike Solan scheduled a BBQ that 
coincided with a planned protest at SPOG 
HQ. He played loud music as officers rode out 

on bikes.

SPD entered the crowd ostensibly to carry out a 
targeted arrest of a subject with an incendiary 

device; officers made multiple arrests resulting in 
multiple use of force complaints which were later 

investigated by OPA. To the Emerald's 
knowledge, none of the subjects arrested that 

day were carrying an incendiary device.

OPA released an investigation report with 
multiple discrepancies based on a timeline 

that doesn't hold up to scrutiny.

Solan and up to 10 other officers remained 
inside the building despite alleged threats 

to burn it down.

Statements made in OPA investigation 
interviews conflict with conclusions drawn by 
OPA investigators in the DCM for the case.

Report of Investigation (ROI)
Document created by OPA detailing 

interviews and other evidence; the DCM is 
based on the ROI, which is written by the 

investigating officer. Sgt. Hendry wrote the 
ROI for case 2020OPA-0583. It contains 

multiple omissions and discrepancies.

Director's Certification 
Memo (DCM)

Document created by OPA director when 
submitting an investigation to the OIG for 
certification. The DCM for 2020OPA-0583 

was based on a faulty narrative and 
riddled with inacuracies. 

Case Closed Summary (CCS)
Report issued after a case has been 

certified by OIG or OIG has declined to 
certify; communicates OPA's finding in the 

case (i.e. whether complaints are 
sustained or unsustained). The CCS for 
2020OPA-0583 was signed by Interim 

OPA Dir. Grainne Perkins, though 
whether she wrote it is unclear.

Part 1 of CCS was released on Feb. 8, 2022 
despite both OPA and Councilmember Herbold 

stating that an "amended DCM" was in the works, 
which should have preceded the CCS. It is dated 
Apr. 8, 2021, around the time available evidence 

shows the investigation was concluding. 

OPA 
Documents

More

Omissions

Hendry omits the "trash bag" referenced 
numerous times in SPD communications and 

appears to have been part of SPD's justification 
for entering the crowd to attempt arrests. When 

Sgt. Ziemer attempts to arrest the person carrying 
it, BWV shows that he rips open the trash bag 
revealing only trash; Ziemer later specifically 

states that the trash bag "might be the one with 
the Molotov" when speaking to his commanding 

officer.

Hendry omits the fact that he requested 
surveillance video from SPOG — specifically 

reminding them that their cooperation was 
voluntary — and that SPOG declined to comply 

with a general request. Hendry never makes 
further requests for video "... despite assistance it 
could have provided in relation to arrests and/or 
individual with ‘incendiary device’" a former OIG 

auditor noted in their complaint.

TAC9 audio at 52:30 per ROI: “Description of a 
male who smells of gas, wearing a backpack, 

walking south.”

Actual TAC9 audio recording at 52:16: “Grey 
backpack, male, carrying a — directly in front of 
the flag — he’s carrying — at SPOG — carrying 

a trash bag.”

TAC9 audio at 54:30 per ROI: “Tan clothing, 
backpack, smells of gas. Confirm now in black 

clothing with gray backpack. Confirmed 
possession of incendiary device.”

Actual TAC9 audio recording at 54:35: “Grey 
backpack, tan clothing, carrying a trash bag, and 
smells of gas.” After several exchanges with no 
mention of an incendiary device, an officer asks 
“If we confirm, what is the offense?” and another 

replies “Incendiary device possession.”

Inaccuracies

OPA

Officer Anthony Morasco
Member of the Community Response Group (CRG) 
—  group of officers who do their work on bicycles 
— and a bicycle-trained officer who has undergone 

crowd management technique training. Hit a 
protester by swinging the rear of his bike tire; 

claims not to remember the incident and that the 
tire could not have caused injury.

Interviewed by OPA 
Investigators

Capt. Matthew Allen,
Incident Commander 

In car with Young and Brooks during 
protest.

Sgt. Matthew Didier
Appears on BWV pepper-spraying multiple people; 
claims in interview he did this because they were in 
his way or, in the case of one protester he sprayed a 
second time after she "fell back," because she was 

"directly in front of me." States that he did this 
without warning as he believes protesters should 

have known by this time what would happen if they 
didn't move back when an officer holding pepper 

spray told them to.

Officer Caleb Howard
Interviewed regarding use of 

profanity and hitting protesters 
with his bike. 

Officer Jonard Legaspi
Interviewed about using his bike to hit people. 
Unlike other officers, Legaspi claims this is a 
trained SPD tactic. Says he used his bike tire 

because people weren't moving quickly enough, 
but later says they were moving "faster than we 
thought." Referred multiple times to his bike as 

"an extension of my hand" in response to leading 
questions from the investigator.

Officer Scott Lapierre
On Labor Day, Lapierre punched a protester 
in the face during an arrest. He later claimed 
it was because he couldn't see the person's 

hands. Says Lt. Brooks repeatedly told 
officers to keep the crowd moving. Says he 
used his bike tire to push protesters from 

behind "because I want distance from them. I 
didn’t want them to be close to me."

Officer Christopher Couet
Served under Ziemer on the day in 
question. Stated that he arrested a 

protester for failure to disperse because 
instead of immediately leaving the area, 

the person “continued to walk 
backwards slowly.” 

Officer Enoch Lee
Describes in his interview repeatedly 
pushing one or more protesters with 
his hand and his bike to make them 
walk faster, claiming they were in his 

way, as officers attempted to drive the 
protest north.

Officer Matthew Clark
Bike officer who participates in 

training other bike cops in crowd 
control. Says he used a "power 
slide" to remove an umbrella a 

protester was carrying from their 
grasp; also says the power slide as 

trained is not a use of force.

Involved SPD 
Officers

Grainne Perkins
(now Interim OPA dir.)

OPA 
Investigators

Office of 
Police 

Accountability 
(OPA)

Sgt. Matthew Hendry, 
Investigating Officer

In charge of OPA investigation. Failed 
to interview seven 

key officers. Appeared to ask leading 
questions of officers he did choose to 

interview (OPA ultimately agreed). 
Hendry's ROI appears to be riddled 

with inaccuracies and missing pertinent 
details. 

Mark Grba, Deputy 
Dir. (fmr) 

Andrew Myerberg, 
Director (fmr)

Wrote and signed off on DCM 2020OPA-
0583, which relies on a faulty narrative 

and tenuous claims and contradicts 
statements recorded in OPA interviews.

Sgt. Cliff Borjeson
(OPA Investigator?)

Lt. James Dyment
One of two commanders in charge of 

bike cops during the protest.
Interviewed by OPA as a witness officer 

instead of as an involved officer; 
questioned mainly about police bike 

tactics.

Whistleblower
Complaint

Unnamed Intelligence Officer
Seen in BWV waving hat to signal other 

officers.

Not Interviewed by 
OPA

Lt. John Brooks
Served as the day's operations chief. 

Conferred with Ziemer
on trash bag seen in BWV. Driver of the 

car he, Allen, and Young rode
in during the protest. Received and 

relayed real-time information. Ofc. Enoch 
Lee identified Brooks as the officer who 

ordered the arrest of the prostester 
carrying a trash bag.

Sgt. Joshua Ziemer
According to the DCM, attempted 

to arrest "Molotov cocktail" 
suspect. 

Assistant Chief Eric Barden
Then a Lt., Barden appears to have played 

a role gathering intelligence and in 
overseeing intelligence officers at the time 

of the protest, according to Allen's 
interview.

Lt. Thomas Yoon
Listed in the SPD Incident 

Action Plan as the supervisor 
of the information and 

intelligence group. 

Det. Chris Young
Rode with Allen and Brooks and relayed 

intelligence.

Sgt. Lora Alcantara
Crowd Management Platoon 

Commander 
One of two commanders in charge of bike 

officers during the protest.

More

OIG

OIG 
Documents

Partial Certification Memo
OIG reviews and certifies (or declines to certify) 

each OPA investigation. A full certification occurs 
when the investigation has met three criteria: 

timeliness, objectivity, and thoroughness. Where 
OPA has met some but not all of the criteria, the 

OIG will issue partial certifications as it did in 
2020OPA-0583, wherein the auditor wrote that "OIG 

finds that the deficiencies of the investigation with 
respect to thoroughness and objectivity cannot be 

remedied." 

Lisa Judge, Director

Amy Tsai, 
Deputy Director (fmr)

"C"
Former OIG auditor, whistleblower who 

raised a number of issues covered in this 
story, including the inaccuracy of the 

overall narrative OPA laid down in 
investigative documents. 

More

More

Office of 
Inspector 
General 

(OIG)

Case 
Documents

C filed a formal ethics complaint with 
multiple City departments involving, 

among other things, OPA's faulty 
narrative and multiple inaccuracies in 

the DCM for 2020OPA-0583. 
More

Seattle’s Ethics and Elections 
Commission (SEEC) 

Declined to investigate.

City of Seattle Human 
Resources Dept. (SHRD)

Declined to investigate.

Scott Bachler, SPMA 
President

Present for Lt. James Dyment's OPA 
interview, presumably as his union 

representative.
Seattle Police 
Officer Guild 

(SPOG)

Mike Solan, President
Blasted music from SPOG as cops rode in 
on bikes "to muffle [protesters'] narrative." 

Interviewed by OPA for eight minutes. 
Claims both to have had intelligence of a 
threat to the SPOG building ahead of the 
protest and also to have learned of the 

supposed threat during the protest. 

Administrative Dir. 
Sarah Scott

Responded to Sgt. Hendry's request for 
SPOG surveillance video from Labor 
Day by declining the request, stating 

that specific requests containing time-
stamps and locations would be 

considered on a case-by-case basis.

Sgt. Sean Moore
Acting Lt. for one of two bicycle units 
during the protest. Present at multiple 

OPA interviews as a SPOG 
representative. Appeared to testify 

several times during officer 
interviews, apparently against OPA 

rulebook directive.

Sgt. Shane Anderson
Present at Sgt. Didier's OPA interview 

as his SPOG representative. Said 
officer actions were ordered by 

commanders. Called the investigation a 
"lazy approach to drag our members 

down here ... and yet our commanders 
aren’t held accountable for it."

Officer Dan Auderer
Present at multiple OPA interviews as a 
SPOG representative. During Lapierre's 

interview, asked seemingly leading 
questions regarding trained tactics and 
"violence over the course of months." 

SPD Unions Seattle 
Police 

Management 
Association 

(SPMA)

Seattle 
Police 

Department 
(SPD)

Councilmember Lisa Herbold, Public Safety & Human 
Services Cmte. (PSHSC) Chair

In response to the Emerald's queries regarding what action PSHSC would 
take on the whistleblower complaint, Herbold listed budget two proposals, 

neither of which appeared to get to the root of the problem in the 
complaint. Via email, Herbold queried OPA on what information she should 
provide to the Emerald. Told the Emerald that "the issues are under review 
by a third party" although only one specific portion of the complaint is being 
investigated by a third party to the Emerald's knowledge. Appears to have 

a flawed understanding of OPA/OIG processes.

Anthony Oftelie, 
Federal Monitor

Oftelie told the Emerald in an Oct. 13 email 
response that, even though he had not 
“researched” the complaint’s associated 

evidence, he felt the complaint was without 
merit based on “accounts relayed to me.”  

Public Safety 
& Human 
Services 

Committee
(PSHSC)

City Councilmember 
Andrew Lewis

Did not respond to the Emerald's 
queries. 

More

City Councilmember 
Teresa Mosqueda

Did not respond to the Emerald's 
queries. 

City Councilmember Alex 
Pederson

Did not respond to the Emerald's 
queries. 

City Councilmember 
Kshama Sawant 

(fmr. cmte. member)
Did not respond to the Emerald's 

queries. 

Filed with...

Sgt. Ronald Campbell
Possibly the Sgt. Campbell Lapierre 
says ordered him to report uses of 
force from the day of the protest. 

Aside from this, his involvement in the 
day's events is unclear.

DCM O583:
LABOR DAY 2020

2020OPA-0583:
LABOR DAY 

2020

Correction: A previous version of this diagram erroneously 
indicated that the Community Response Group (CRG) was 
part of SPD's presence on Labor Day 2020. The CRG was 

not established until Oct. 2020.
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