
Transcript of Who Keeps Us Safe? — Episode 1: What Does Safety Mean to You?

Jenn (Narrator) 00:01
Hi, welcome to Who Keeps Us Safe, a podcast by Asian Americans exploring safety in
our communities and beyond. This is a collaborative project of PARISOL: Pacific Rim
Solidarity Network, a Chinese and Taiwanese diaspora activist organization, and KVRU
105.7 FM, a Seattle community-based radio station.

Alex (Narrator) 00:46
I’m Alex.

Jenn (Narrator) 00:47
I’m Jenn.

Andy (Narrator) 00:48
And I’m Andy, and over several episodes, we’re going to explore the ideas of safety,
community, and policing from the perspective of Asian Americans living in Seattle.

Jenn (Narrator) 00:57
Over this past year, we have seen a global pandemic, a national Black-led uprising
following the murder of George Floyd by the police, and a movement of violence against
Asian Americans in this country. With all of these events in the background, we really
wanted to find out what people in our communities are doing to keep each other safe. Our
hope is that you — the listener — can journey with us and use this podcast as the
beginning or continuation of the larger conversation and contribute to our collective
answer to the question of “who keeps us safe?”

Alex (Narrator) 01:33
This episode started with us going to an event back in May of this year in Seattle’s
Chinatown-International District, also called the CID. The event was planned by several
organizations that work in the CID, specifically around safety, but centered mostly around
doing a neighborhood cleanup.

Sue Kay 01:57
My name is Sue Kay, I’m with the CID Coalition and the Raging Grannies and PARISOL,
and grew up with a real attachment to the Chinatown-International District. As part of the
CID Coalition, this is the month that there is a “Coast-to-Coast Chinatown’’ activity. So we
tried to decide: What activity did we want to do as part of that larger group? And we decided
— actually, it was mutual aid people that suggested that we clean up one of the
encampments that the city had been neglecting, and that the neighborhood had been
neglecting too. That encampment has, like, no water and there are rats moving in. We’re
also here at Washington Hall because the CID is larger than just the Chinatown-



International District, and we’re trying to build a coalition and build an Asian-Black solidarity.
And so Nikkita [Oliver] was kind enough to let us use [their] parking lot here as a meeting
place, and lots of other organizations donated grabbers and vests. So we’re hoping to really
do a lot of pickup today. And it’s a beautiful day!

Anonymous 03:34
It’s a wonderful pre-summer Saturday, and it’s great to get the neighborhood cleaned up.
And it’s nice to ask all our neighbors from all the neighborhoods to come over and see if
they want to help us clean up our neighborhood. I think it’s nice to be able to work with your
neighbors in order to familiarize yourself with who’s around you. That way you breed
friendliness, you know? So you become neighborly, as Mr. Rogers would say, “Welcome to
the neighborhood,” right? And it’s nice to have folks who pitch in without no other motive
than wanting to help out.

We share the streets with the unhoused folks, and we can’t leave the streets in a mess.
That’s it. We have to clean up after ourselves and after them, just to make sure that
everyone in the neighborhood knows that we care. We are supposed to care for our
neighborhoods, and it’s people in the neighborhood caring for the neighborhood, and that’s
why I’m out here.

Yin 04:26
[Street background noise, Yin talks on speaker to address the crowd of volunteers.]
All right, thank you Nikkita4Nine, thank you CID Coalition. So given that we borrowed a lot
of equipment, especially the grabbers, we’ll have CID Coalition folks bring supplies to you.
So if you guys can huddle in your group of five or six, that will be great. And then, hopefully
somebody will be the lead and we’ll go through the packet together once you’re formed up.
So the CID Coalition folks will grab the supplies for you, if you need masks, if you need a
vest, any gloves, any bags, just so that we’re not having so many people huddling over
here. And then we do have access to the bathroom here. If you need it, let us know. Be sure
to hydrate and we’ll get oriented and start dispersing pretty shortly. Okay, thank you!

Sue Kay 05:32
We heard that mint plants would deter the rats. So we added mint plants to our flyer, and
this is what we have. [Sue gestures to the large collection of mint plants on the ground
beside her.] Then we heard that because [unhoused folks] don’t have water, then maybe we
could do cotton balls and mint, and people could use those for their tents too. So we put
together some of those packages. And then other people heard the call and now we’re
getting lots of mint plants!

Andy (Narrator) 06:06



As we continued talking with more volunteers, we began to realize that there were deeper
reasons about why people were setting aside their Saturday to clean up the CID. The
conversations quickly turned to the subject of community safety.

Anonymous 06:19
Safety in the CID means services being met, services for our unhoused folks, a place for
them to clean up for themselves, a place for them to wash, a place for them to do things in
an unstigmatized fashion.

Yin 06:38
Hi, [my name is] Yin, she/her pronouns, part of PARISOL and CID Coalition. For me as a cis
female, safety is definitely something that’s been challenging for me, especially in the CID.
It’s hard for me to walk across Hing Hay Park without getting harassed. And I think part of it
is Orientalism, part of it is “model minority.” There’s been some really violent stuff that has
occurred, I think that’s just part of the package, I guess. And so for me, safety would be just
to be able to breathe, to relax the shoulders, to feel that I don’t have to be guarded.

Sue Kay 07:20
I grew up with a real attachment to the Chinatown-International District. So this fits very
well, I’ve always sort of kept track of what’s happening as far as development, and when the
neighborhood was threatened with a hotel, I joined the CID Coalition. So we’ve just been
following the displacement and gentrification in general, learning more about the CID and
watching its development, and the loss of some of the small businesses, and so forth.

Well, of course, we had Donnie Chin all through the years and I followed his growth and …
and murder.

Jenn (Narrator) 08:19
Community organizing in the CID today builds off of past organizers’ legacies, like Donnie
Chin. A few people we spoke to referenced this CID activist who worked tirelessly for over
40 years to bring safety to this community that saw little response from police, firefighters,
and emergency medical services. People who organize in the CID now tend to bring
attention to a wide range of structural issues that affect the day-to-day lives and safety of
CID residents, including gentrification and displacement.

Andy (Narrator) 08:53
In their reflections on safety, organizers shared more about what the ID means to them,
and its significance within Seattle’s broader political context and organizing histories.



Nina 09:13
My name is Nina, I’m part of the CID Coalition. Thanks, everybody, for coming out! So I
wanted to just give you a little bit of background on the CID Coalition for folks who maybe
are new to us. The CID Coalition came together about four years ago after learning about
plans to build a big luxury hotel in the CID. And since then have just been organizing
against displacement, against gentrification, because there is a lot of speculative
development, a lot of luxury development trying to come into the neighborhood, which we
know leads to escalating rents and pushing out a lot of our elders and longtime residents,
longtime businesses. So we organize to make sure that our neighborhood stays affordable
and accessible to the community that has always been part of that neighborhood and built
that community.

So the event today, this is actually part of an international week of action against
displacement in Chinatowns across the U.S. and Canada. So the CID Coalition is part of the
Coast-to-Coast Chinatowns Against Displacement and Solidarity Network, [which] is a
group with folks in New York, LA, Montreal, just cities all across the U.S. and Canada. And
just recognizing that what we’re seeing in our Chinatown here in Seattle is not unique to
Seattle. Chinatowns all across the country — all across the world — are facing the same
pressures of gentrification and displacement. And not just Chinatowns, but also a lot of
historically redlined Communities of Color. So we wanted to bring everybody here today to
support our own neighborhood, but also to kind of plug into this international week of action.

Sarah 11:16
Hi, my name is Sarah, I use she/her pronouns. I’m part of PARISOL, and I’m also here
today in the capacity of a street medic collective.

IC 11:24
I am IC, I use she/they pronouns and I’m here today as part of CALM, which is Community
Action for Liberation Medics. I [also] recently joined Anakbayan Seattle, and I’ve been
involved in different medic and community defense initiatives in Seattle over the years.

Sarah 11:45
I think one thing I’ve noticed in my time living in Seattle, is that the CID is a community —
even though there are a lot of different components of that community, it really is a
community. And within any community that has some sort of cohesion, there’s the ability to
create structures independently of the police, and independently of 911, to take care of each
other.

IC 12:05
We need to know: What does it mean for our elders to be well taken care of, to be housed?
What does it mean for unhoused persons who are not part of Asian diaspora to be cared



for? Who are our neighbors, right? So to me, safety looks like a conversation between
everyone who has a stake in the safety of our communities. And from there, it’s deciding
what that looks like together. I feel like there’s a lot of folks out here today (to echo what
Sarah said), you know, being autonomous in the way we build that safety, I think that’s really
important.

Aretha 12:56
My name is Aretha, my pronouns are she/her. I’m with a lot of orgs, they ebb and flow, so
like right now currently working on the Nikkita4Nine campaign, No New Youth Jail, Block the
Bunker, Seattle People’s Party, Decrim Seattle, Asians4BlackLives,
SouthAsians4BlackLives, all of the things. I’m here today — well, oh my gosh, [for] so many
reasons. I mean, the CID especially is just an area that is very, very close to my heart. I
grew up here in Seattle. And my Auntie Satabdi Basu — a lot of the organizing that she did,
as an immigrant woman who came to the U.S., was in the CID, [which was] the
neighborhood that she grew up in. And so I grew up in the CID, all of my earliest memories
with her are in the CID. You know, like a lot of the people that I call aunties and uncles,
that’s where we built community together.

And the CID, I think, is really indicative of the resilience of the last stand that our city really
has right now. Because there’s so many fights that really come to a head in the CID, like
around gentrification, around public safety, around small businesses. So it’s a very, very
important place in our city. You know, I think the conversation that’s popped up over the last
year, this is one of the things that we talk about, right? Like when we say “safety,” for one it’s
redefining what safety means. Because for so long, “safety” has meant cops, courts, jails,
prisons. What we all are trying to do here in the community is actually say no, “safety” is
when people are cared for, fed, have resources, and are able [to have] their basic needs
met. And one of the most basic needs people have is just hygiene and clean areas, access
to food and water, and like the stuff that really makes you settle so you can process what’s
going on in the world. So today’s organizing and today’s work is the core value of that. It’s
making sure that we’re able to do that for other people, so that we’re not relying on the
State, we’re not relying on the City. Because they’ve been failing, and their response has
always been violent and has led to so much harm in multiple communities.

Yin 14:59
Sometimes the CID is seen as a place just to grab a bubble tea, just to grab food. [But] you
know, there are residents here — the majority of the residents in CID are seniors, the
median income in CID is $30,000 [in 2018]. So this is a unique neighborhood that is
oftentimes not seen as a neighborhood and it becomes very transactional.

Jenn (Narrator) 15:24

http://www.seattle.gov/documents/Departments/Neighborhoods/Districts/Neighborhood%20Snapshots/Chinatown-ID-Little-Saigon-Snapshot.pdf


When talking about community safety, folks naturally had to address the role of policing in
the CID. We wanted to know, what were experiences with the police like in the CID? And
how did those experiences affect feelings of safety in the neighborhood?

Anonymous 15:41
My experience with policing in the CID is [that] they’re not very responsive. They’re never
here, but the only time when they are here it comes as using the neighborhood as a
backdrop.

IC 16:00
Police don’t keep us safe. They have a lot of resources, and those resources should go to
the people, the community — who need, for themselves, to decide what safety looks like.
So right now the police have a whole lot of resources that have nothing to do with the idea
of policing. For example, there’s disaster relief training that I’ve definitely gone to, but it was
part of the police department, which it should not even be under that umbrella. Just imagine
like, if we are able to have those resources apart from policing, we could do so much with it.

Aretha 16:43
The CID and the Asian community gets used a lot by the City and the mayor, as like this
shield to pass really f****d up policing bills, or increase SPD’s budget or increase SPD’s
presence in areas and justify a lot of the s**t that they do. Because there unfortunately are
elders that co-sign that behavior and those actions. (That’s a whole other conversation!) So
I think when it comes to safety, again, talking about the importance of what is possible in the
CID, because it’s an area and a community that gets used as a shield. It’s also the exact
same place that we can actually show what we want to make happen across the city and
across the world.

And so safety in the CID means like, actually caring for the unhoused people that are living
in the area, the elders in the area, making sure that the small businesses feel like they have
the resources, and they feel safe enough so that they don’t feel like they need to co-sign
when the mayor says, “Hey, you need like 10 more police officers.” SPD, the mayor, the
City, [they] really try and test stuff in the CID because they’re like, it’s a Community of Color,
so they get to use that checkbox. And they know that there are elders that will co-sign that
behavior. So like, increasing police presence, especially during protests and stuff like that,
because the CID is right next to Jackson, which is [where] a lot of protests go down the
street that way. So using the CID like a shield, to be able to say, “Oh, we’re gonna demonize
these protesters in the name of the CID, in the name of the API community.”

Sue Kay 18:24
I’ve been aware, just from my relatives and my own experiences, that police is not what we
need. It bothers me when I see the police racing through our neighborhood. You know,



we’re really a community. And I’ve seen violence [from cops] towards People of Color. And
so I have my T-shirt that says “talk to plants, not cops,” and that’s been my policy.

Sarah 19:01
I definitely envision a world where police are not necessary, and I believe that we can create
that world. And I think that the stronger we focus our efforts on initiatives to create
alternatives to the police, the more police do become obsolete. And I really believe it, like
deeply, I see it everywhere in all the efforts that the community I know is building. So I think
when it comes to policing in the CID, I really just want people to not move with fear. I hope
that they can really put their efforts and energy and hope towards envisioning what safety
could look like without the police.

Yin 19:43
Defund SPD. We definitely can keep each other safe. We can do the community walks, we
can do walks in activation, we can keep each other safe by building relationships with each
other. We don’t need these people that are armed, that are murdering and killing Black,
Native, Asian folks. It’s not necessary for them to be having so much resources. The reason
that [the CID has] so many houseless folks, don’t have bathrooms, don’t have, you know,
sanitary stations, is because institutions like the police are absorbing unnecessary amounts
of resources that we need. And not ever keeping us safe. They may be called afterwards,
when there’s a break-in or something for reports — which is administrative! — for
insurance. So they’re a legal entity, but not preventative, and definitely more harmful. So
let’s defund the police and get the resources to the communities that actually need — that
really need them — and we can take care of each other.

Andy (Narrator) 21:01
At the event, we also ran into our friend Zion, who lives in the Little Saigon section of the
CID, and is an organizer with the Rainier Beach Action Coalition (or RBAC). We were
curious about the work that Zion and RBAC had been doing around community safety,
and how that knowledge might be applied in the CID.

Zion 21:20
Hi, my name is Zion Thomas. I’m a part of Rainier Beach Action Coalition. I’m a new
resident of Little Saigon, actually, I moved to Little Saigon about a year ago. And I felt like,
especially as a new resident, it’s part of my duty as somebody who is new to the area to do
my part. Also, I [organize] with the Nikkita4Nine campaign. So the two just made sense, so
that’s why I’m here [at the CID Clean-Up Event]. Those little events, those little things count,
and they add up. Because things like this make their mark, you know? I haven’t personally
seen the CID be cleaned with such a community effort ever, so this is huge. I know back in
Rainier Beach, our organization, we have this program called “clean crew.” So we have
young Black men from the neighborhood, getting employed to help clean up our



neighborhood every Friday. And it’s been super restorative and really healing for our
neighborhood, too. So yeah, those little things count.

What do I do in Rainier Beach [for safety]? That’s a really good question. So Rainier Beach
Action Coalition is a non-arrest crime prevention organization. In Rainier Beach Action
Coalition, I run a program that’s geared towards building skills in young adults and teens,
while also arming them with abolitionist education and value skills. So we’re doing a lot of
work to change policies to an abolitionist lens, while also the program at large does a lot to
combat displacement and neighborhood crime, without this typical policing lens. So through
a new lens, for sure. Being that we’re literally doing non-arrest crime prevention work, safety
is something that we’re always talking about. And our perceptions of safety are always
changing, especially [since] the majority of us are Black, and Rainier Beach Action Coalition
is a Black-led nonprofit [that is] handling safety. I really agree with what [Yin] said, I think
that was so powerful, that like, safety is being able to take a deep breath and to relax. And I
also feel that safety, now that I understand it more especially after talking about it so much,
has a lot to do with community healing and community-based efforts to have us depend on
each other rather than, you know, other outside entities who don’t know what they’re doing.
So I say the more community-based it is, the more safe I feel.

After just talking about safety so much for such a long time, I think safety has to be able to
unpack colonialism, imperialism, and patriarchy. Because I feel like once we do that
everybody can be safe. And I feel like we’re so used to having safety be really rooted in
imperialism, colonialism, and patriarchy, particularly. Especially with SPD in particular, and
they just have such a history of killing, especially Black and Brown men and women. So I
feel like naturally, my community is very used to having to depend on community, period.
And we’ve had to find other alternatives to police to find safety and solace, and even just to
be able to take that deep breath like Yin mentioned earlier.

Yin 24:55
I just want to say that I’m really grateful for Zion [and] the RBAC Corner Greeters, because
what we’re practicing in CID is what we’re learning from the South End folks, from the Black
folks, who have been trying to keep their community safe, who ARE keeping the community
safe.

Alex (Narrator) 25:12
After talking with Zion, we wanted to do a deeper investigation into the work that has
influenced current organizing in the CID. So naturally, we went to visit our friends at
RBAC and asked them a few questions.

Gregory Davis 25:37



Right, well, hello, hello, welcome! Gregory Davis is my name and I use he/him pronouns. I
am the managing strategist at Rainier Beach Action Coalition. And so [we’re] out here in the
Rainier Beach neighborhood on Henderson Street at the Chief Sealth Trail under the power
line, at what we refer to as a Community Healing Space. I’m part of a number of
organizations, just of late I’ve been selected to be part of the Equitable Development
Initiative Advisory Committee and also represent Rainier Beach in many tables:
Communities of Opportunity - Rainier Valley, for example, South Core, South Communities
Organizing for Racial Regional Equity, RSET (Race and Social Equity Taskforce). Yeah, so
those are some of the groups I’m a part of, [as well as] Rainier Beach: A Beautiful Safe
Place for Youth, which is the public safety initiative in Rainier Beach.

We’re interested in knowing what people are thinking about in terms of safety. So we have
folks who do safety surveys, so that we can kind of create some action plans based on the
kind of community safety ideas that they have. One of the major purposes for the survey is
to learn if they notice that there are folks in the neighborhood in the community activating
spaces, and do they see them? And one of the things that we’ve realized over the last three
or four years is that their awareness of people activating spaces has increased by 72% over
the last year, so that’s something that we’re seeing is really significant, just to be able to see
folks in the community doing work.

The other thing that they tend to say are things that people typically say, “not enough
lighting,” or “not enough signage,” or really wanting to see alternatives to policing. Are there
any community-led solutions that they can seek out, as opposed to just the idea of calling
the police for something or expecting the police to be available. So that’s one of the
important things about this work that we’re participating in right now, it’s about activating
spaces through non-arrest intervention approaches. And it has been researched that that
does a better job at reducing the incidents that contribute to youth crime than traditional
policing. So that’s another element that the Rainier Beach: A Beautiful Safe Place for Youth
initiative is about. One of the keys for us is if you look at the team of people that are here,
these are all young adults between the ages of 18 and 24. So we hire them as workers to
do this work and to give back to their community to develop some skills.

Zion 28:42
I’ve been a part of Rainier Beach Action Coalition since I was 16, a junior in high school. So
that was about five years ago. Literally, I think my five-year anniversary is like literally in
June, so wow, actually it is five years and that’s really cool!

Marisol 29:02
My name is Marisol Santos Perez, pronouns are she/her, and my role here at the
community healing space at the Chief Sealth location is the Circle Keeper and also helping
with the surveys that we do here in the community. [The surveys are] just getting
information [about] how they feel here, the safety of it, what needs to improve or if they felt



like it has improved within the couple last years of them just doing these surveys and
implementing them in the space.

But yeah, I hope most people know [of] UGM, which is the Union Gospel Mission on
Othello. Now it’s closed down, but they used to have a youth service over there, and I was a
student there, I started in middle school, and just knowing the work that they were doing,
helping the young people, the youth, the elementary school and all that … just showing
them love, unconditional love, to the community and to the young people without making
them feel ashamed or judging them for even making a mistake in life … that made me want
to give back to my community.

I met Mr. Davis at the church where the space culture was held at and just through the
conversation of like, “Who am I? What would I like to do in life? And what does my future
hold for me and would I like for it?” He told me he had an opportunity for me and that’s why
I’m here with the Rainier Beach Action Coalition. Now, I did a lot of community restorative
work in high school, [which was] part of my leadership at Seattle Urban Academy. [I was]
just getting in the mix of the work of Circle Keeping, that’s what I do now. So I’m part of the
YATA Rising Program, which is Young Adults Transitioning to Adulthood; I’m an
engagement worker, I reach out to different community centers or schools in general when
they were open [pre-COVID]. But I still have connections [there] so I still talk and engage,
invite our young people that are not working with RBAC but are living in the community,
invite them into our community healing space, join us for Circle, we have days where we
just had a Circle virtually when the pandemic hit, so inviting them to those kinds of things.
Yeah, and that’s how I’m here at RBAC, because of Mr. Davis.

Latricia 31:37
My name is Latricia Jackson, I go by all pronouns. And right now I’m with RBAC (Rainier
Beach Action Coalition). So I’ve known Jerrell and Mr. Davis, basically since I was a child, I
think, um, [background familial noise] as you can see, we’re very acquainted [laughs]. I
think I was looking for a job. And I talked to him, and he told me that RBAC was hiring. I’d
seen them around, I hadn’t really interacted with them that much. But he told me to come
down to RBAC last July, beginning of August, and I came down and I liked what I saw. So I
decided to join. I grew up [with] both my parents as very much a part of the community and
have been in every aspect of their life. So I am very familiar with talking to new people and
trying to get them to maybe receive help, or give help to somebody that they know that
might need it. And I’ve really, really enjoyed that. It fills my soul. It feeds me.

Jenn (Narrator) 32:42
As we talked with these community organizers, we found that there were two specific
programs that seemed to be the most effective in creating safety in the Rainier Beach
community: corner greeters and healing circles.



Zion 32:55
So “corner greeters” is basically where Rainier Beach Action Coalition recognizes hotspots
within the Rainier Beach neighborhood — there’s five of them, we’re currently at one of
them. A hotspot, in short, is like an area where youth crime is pretty prevalent. So as young
people from the neighborhood, as a corner greeter, we are assigned to specific hotspots
once a week to activate them with resources like food, masks, and other things to try and
prevent that [crime].

Gregory Davis 33:38
I want to go back [to] kind of what happened to create these kinds of opportunities, and one
of them is research that George Mason University did in terms of activating spaces, learning
that 50% of the crime happened at 5% of the places. So the idea was, if we impact those
5% places, will that reduce crime by 50%? And so we did a community get-together. We
talked about: What are the locations in Rainier Beach that have the highest incidences that
could contribute to youth crime? And we determined that there were five locations. So that’s
one of the things that we knew we needed to do, we needed to activate those locations.

Now the question remained, how do you do that? So we gathered community, and one of
the elders (a Vietnamese gentleman) said, “You know, if we have greeters at these locations
to greet people, then that would be a great idea to see how it could impact that space.” So
we created this program called Corner Greeters, and now what we do is deploy them on a
weekly basis. We’re always at the Safeway parking lot, because that is one of the locations
that the data — and this is one positive thing that we have with the Seattle Police
Department is a data agreement (and they have one with George Mason University) — it
allows us to find out the type of incidences, the time of day they occur, the day of week they
occur. And then that’s when we determine when we would show up based on that. So it
generally was 4:30 to 7:30 [p.m.] was the time, and depending on the location it kind of
changes based on the day.

So the idea was, okay, let’s enact this corner greeting intervention, where we have young
people who’s just greeting folks, taking safety surveys, providing resource information,
providing nutrition, doing beautification, all the time learning a skill in their own right, and
then to just use that as a way to activate the spaces. So now we do Chief Sealth and
Henderson, Rose and Rainier, Rainier and Henderson, Lake Washington Apartments, and
we do the Safeway parking lot. So those are the locations that we [do corner greeters].

Marisol 36:26
What I’ve learned is having the consistency and the presence of community members being
in the space [does] help prevent a lot of crime. So we are at the Safeway location (parking
lot). And since we’ve been there, I mean, there have been incidents, but not as much as
when we weren’t there. So from what I learned is having our community members be out



here, our young people be out here and being present [and] consistent, that consistency
helps prevent crimes and makes us feel safer because it feels more of a community, of
home, instead of just random events happening.

Gregory Davis 37:18
Yeah, the idea of the healing circles was to provide opportunity for folks in the neighborhood
who might be experiencing some trauma, either due to the pandemic or due to loss in their
personal lives, and giving them an opportunity to come together with some trained Circle
Keepers to just kind of decompress. But the way that we do it is we combine the community
healing space with other important elements. So we have an information table, because we
got to be able to provide resources to our community. We have a nutrition table, because
we need to provide nutrition. We also are interested in beautifying the community, so we
always have a team of people who are doing litter pickup in the neighborhood.

Marisol 38:03
[Safety is] even implemented through just the presence of us being out here, and also
creating a safe space for young people to have somewhere to come to without feeling
judged and start their healing process of trauma, past trauma. Circle helps build
relationships and it helps you listen more, so you can understand one another. Being in
Circle helps different community members coming into the space not knowing [anyone] —
when we’re in Circle, we have that opportunity to really understand and know each other.
And yeah, like I said, the safety part is more of being present and just knowing one another.
Once you know somebody, you know what they’re about, and whatever resources,
whatever help that you can give out, that’s kind of what we’re trying to do here.

Andy (Narrator) 39:12
Volunteers Latricia and Jerrell then joined the conversation to talk about how their
concepts of safety inform their stance on police, and the need for large-scale community
involvement and building the safety we need.

Latricia 39:26
[I’m] very much for “abolish the police.” I really like that you brought that up because I want
to be a psychology major. And a great idea that I think a lot of our leaders came up with was
… the police are not taught how to deal with mental health problems, and so when there is
somebody who’s in a mental health crisis, maybe sending in a psychologist instead, rather
than people with guns and who are very aggressive. I have been personally affected by
police violence in my family, and it is, it … we don’t need more of that at all! A lot of the time
people think that we need the police around to, well, “police us” and just make sure that
we’re doing right. But if we as a community came together and watched our children, made
sure that we protected every single member, I think that it wouldn’t be difficult to do.



Jerrell 40:17
I think autonomous community safety is really taking those dynamics into our hands, and
knowing that the police don’t do it. So it’s not even trying to rely on them for it. It’s like, we
got to build it. So when people ask the question, like, “Well, what about this circumstance?
So what about this situation?” Like, good job, you did the first part, you asked the question.
The work is finding the answer. And the answer is obviously not police.

I think the thing that’s hard is, this is just a small percentage of the community, you know
what I’m saying, like, not everybody’s bought into it. There’s a lot of people that are, you
know … maybe some elders that believe in the cops, because they worked for the cops. Or
they called the cops once and that worked for them. And we’re trying to change their
perspective, too, because they’re the ones that got the money. And they own the land, and
they’re brokering decisions behind our back for s**t to get buildings in the neighborhood.
You know what I’m saying? And the young folks say, “Well, but this is what we feel like we
need…”

Gregory Davis 41:30
My thought is that the community knows what it needs in terms of safety and guardianship.
And we even refrain from using the word policing, because that has a connotation to it. I
mean, ultimately, I know that the institution of policing was not created to protect us. This
whole call around “defunding SPD” and people’s general response is, “Well, you know,
we’re just talking about the bad apples.” But we say, that’s not the point. The point is the
institution was created to be this oppressive entity, and that’s what needs to be addressed.
But at the same time I got to tell you, we don’t differentiate between bad education
institutions from policing institutions. We don’t differentiate bad medical care and medical
institutions from policing institutions. They all have had their harm. Policing today, education
tomorrow. And the medical system, the next day! [This] is what we got to be about:
dismantling, transforming, and NOT reforming. You know, it’s kind of one of the terms that
they use in schools, is “turnarounds,” or transforming. This is something we just need to
dismantle and build back up.

Alex (Narrator) 43:10
Hearing about corner greeters, healing circles, and the successes RBAC’s programs have
had with building autonomous community safety in Rainier Beach was amazing. It also
further reinforced our belief in organizing for abolition and safety in our own communities,
and got us really excited to think about the work that organizers are doing now, and also
how they’re visioning for the future in the CID. To close out the conversation, we asked
RBAC to share advice for other communities trying to build and implement similar
programs in their neighborhoods.

Latricia 43:39



Organize! And make sure that everybody’s on the same page. I think that if you have a
mutual understanding — you may not know somebody personally, but you have gotten the
same information that you need to watch out for each other, and that you need to do what’s
right for yourself and for the ones around you. I think that it can be very beneficial just for
everybody to understand exactly what’s going on, and to understand that we are all multiple
parts of one being that work together to push each other forward.

Zion 44:11
Do it with your community. I think a lot of us have ideas, but it takes a village to really make
an impact. And I feel like that’s why Rainier Beach Action Coalition has been really
successful, because it’s not just one person nor is it just our community in particular. We
have a whole bunch of community partners, [for example] we have our partners from Boys
& Girls Club all the way out in Rainier Vista who come and help us at our Safeway
community healing spaces. So it really is a large team effort. And I’d say once again, it
takes a village. So that is my best piece of advice, is [that] everybody’s in it together. I think
organizing itself can be sort of cut and dry, and kind of like, you know, so serious. And I feel
like working here and being within the RV [Rainier Valley] community, it’s really helped me
understand that joy — and Black joy in particular — is super revolutionary and game
changing too, and that literally just having Black youth be themselves and be free and help
out the neighborhood is enough.

Marisol 45:28
Just invite them! I mean, if you are in the Rainier Valley/Rainier Beach area, come through
on Friday, we’re out here at the community healing space at the Safeway parking lot from 4
p.m. to 7 p.m. We have healing circles every Friday, different topics, and if there’s a topic
that you want to talk about, come to us [and] let us know: What’s important? What do you
guys need? What do you guys want to talk about? What are conversations or topics that
need to actually be implemented in those circles? So just know that we’re here, and there
are resources at the info tables, like COVID resources [and] more information about who we
are and what we’re about. We’re here, it’s family. So come through, that’s all.

Gregory Davis 46:26
[What] I would say to other communities is to understand that you know what you need, and
that even though you will assert your voice, there will be people who will second guess you.
Do not (and I hate to use this pop culture reference in the movie Beverly Hills Cop), “Don’t
fall for the banana in the tailpipe trick!” Because they will tell you that they’ve been doing
this work for years and they know, but it’s likely a solution born outside of your community.
You’ve got to seek solutions from your people to be able to project out, and then have these
other institutions comply with what you are requesting.

___



Andy (Narrator) 47:19
After talking with so many people who have been doing such grassroots community work
in both the Chinatown-International District and the Rainier Beach neighborhood, two
main themes came up for us. First, many people feel that safety comes from community
care and healing. That being engaged in our communities and helping each other out as
neighbors really makes a difference. Small things like cleaning up neighborhoods and
having a positive presence in places really made a difference. Secondly, many people we
spoke to did not feel like police made them feel safe or created safety in their
communities. In fact, a lot of the people we spoke to wanted to either defund or abolish
the institution of policing as we know it. And, most of the work going on in both these
communities centered around creating alternative community solutions that did not
involve depending on police.

Jenn (Narrator) 48:07
So in sum: Folks doing work around safety have found that organizing in our communities
and finding solutions that come from within can allow us to build systems that keep us
safe, and make policing obsolete and irrelevant. We know these ideas can be initially hard
to grasp. You might still have a lot of questions around abolition and how we can actually
keep each other safe. We still have a lot of questions too. And we want to keep wondering
and exploring. Hearing folks from this episode talk about their work and dreams has
already been so constructive and energizing. And it’s reminded us that our work begins by
genuinely asking folks around us: Who really keeps us safe? We hope folks can stick
around with us as we connect with other organizers and continue to ask these questions.

Alex (Narrator) 48:57
In the next episodes, we will keep exploring these themes and also dive deeper into ideas
like gentrification, incarceration, violence against Asian Americans, and how all of these
issues affect our communities. We’d like to thank all the people we interviewed for this
podcast for their time and thoughts, and KVRU 105.7FM and PARISOL for supporting us
in the creation of this podcast. See you next time on Who Keeps us Safe?


