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C.E. Bick < >

Fwd: CPC Meeting

Justice For Herbert Hightower Jr. < > Sat, Feb 18, 2023 at 3:16 PM
To: "C.E. Bick" >

Hi Carolyn,

Please see attached the messages between Felicia and I regarding the CPC meeting that they lied on me about. I'm
actually in the process of job hunting and having them lie on me like that actually hurts my prospects of getting a job
should an employer see that.         

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Justice For Herbert Hightower Jr. < >
Date: Thu, Jan 26, 2023 at 5:52 PM
Subject: Re: CPC Meeting
To: Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov>

So after you all disrespect me and my brother’s memory, instead of actually addressing that disrespect you all just
want me to somehow feel safe talking about my trauma to you all as you’re continuing to refuse to take accountability
for your actions. 

It seems the only reason you all are even reaching out is to save face and not to actual show how your own actions
are silencing and hurting impacting communities. 

You won’t even agree to talk about how you’re undermining the Affected Person’s program, a program specifically
setup for victims of police violence yet you want me to trust you with my brother’s story? That ask alone is beyond
disrespectful how are you not seeing that? 

On Thu, Jan 26, 2023 at 5:26 PM Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov> wrote:

Hi Castill,

 

As stated below, I only set the agenda for the evening Community Engagement meetings. My original
invitation was for you to have an opportunity to talk about your brothers’ case.

All other matters, times and request must go through the CPC Commissioners and Co-Chairs.

 

Thank you,

Felicia

 

mailto:Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov
mailto:Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov


2/21/23, 11:45 AMGmail - Fwd: CPC Meeting

Page 2 of 7

Felicia Cross

Community Engagement Director

Seattle Community Police Commission

700 Fifth Avenue, 16thFloor – Room 1640

felicia.cross@seattle.gov

 

From: Justice For Herbert Hightower Jr. > 
Sent: Thursday, January 26, 2023 10:00 AM
To: Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov>
Subject: Re: CPC Meeting

 

CAUTION: External Email

Hi Felicia,

 

To make sure I’m correct, in a time where the Seattle police just murdered a young woman on Monday which was
right after a man died in the KC jail you all are not open to hearing from impacted families, victims or the community
about our concerns for a body created specifically to hold Seattle police accountable in your daytime meeting? Is
that correct? 

 

On Mon, Jan 23, 2023 at 3:25 PM Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov> wrote:

Hello Ms. Castill,

 

I hope you are having a good day today.

 

I can only set the agenda for the evening Community Engagement meetings. We can also conduct the
meeting at one of the community centers to better engage.

 I respect not asking you to revisit your trauma in a way that would potentially cause you or anyone
else more harm than good. The whole intent was to allow space for you to have more time to provide
information in a manner that is not rushed to gain a better understanding of .your brother’s tragic
death.
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If you change your mind, please let me know in the next day or two. I am happy to find a location
and any resource that I can to support the conversation.

Sincerely,

Felicia

 

 

Felicia Cross

Community Engagement Director

Seattle Community Police Commission

700 Fifth Avenue, 16thFloor – Room 1640

         felicia.cross@seattle.gov

 

 

From: Justice For Herbert Hightower Jr. < > 
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2023 11:15 AM
To: Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov>
Subject: Re: CPC Meeting

 

CAUTION: External Email

Hi Felicia,

 

Thank you for looking into me speaking at the 9am meeting. Therefore; I would like to suggest the following: 

I would prefer not to speak during both meetings as talking about my trauma is hard enough doing so in
one meeting; 
I would like other impacted folks to be able to speak during the meeting should they decide to do so as
well; 
I would like public comment made available at the 9am meeting and not in just written form; 
I would like there to be full quorum at the meeting and assured of that prior to the meeting (confirmation
from commissioners that they will be present and a requirement that they attend as you stated earlier); 
I do not want to speak in a webinar style meeting but would like all of the attendees who are present to be
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viewable to all in attendance (another way for me to feel assured that commissioners are in fact present);
and 
The reason why it is important to me to speak at the 9am meeting is because it shows that the
same respect given to say small businesses are also given to those directly impacted by police
violence. To ensure that I and other impacted folks are given sufficient time to speak I would like to
request at least three hours are allotted to do so, not including the allotted time given for public
comment. I understand that the community may not always be able to attend the 9am meetings but
this is also about the commissioners themselves hearing directly from impacted folks regarding
how we feel about how the commission overall is doing to uplift and include our voices.

Thank you for your flexibility and I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Best, 

Castill 

 

On Thu, Jan 19, 2023 at 10:48 AM Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov> wrote:

Castill,

 

Thank you for getting back to me. I can totally appreciate your point of wanting to speak to the
commissioners. I can look into making that happen for you. I would still like to offer/suggest
having the open floor at a Community Engagement meeting, only because it’s an evening meeting
and a lot of the community doesn’t attend the 9 am meetings. It’s my belief that the more
community knows and understands the trauma of your brother’s death (including me), then they
will be better positioned as well to support you. So, we can do both if you like, but most of all, I
am respectful of what you decide. We can also require commissions to come to the evening
meeting. I am suggesting this because I know there will be other business that will have to be
discussed at a regular CPC meeting, and I would like for you to have all the time needed without
feeling rushed and held to a shorter time.

 

So, let me know your thoughts. I will start now to inquire when it would be possible for you to
speak at a morning CPC, if that’s what you choose to do.

 

Thank you again for your consideration.

 

Felicia Cross
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Community Engagement Director

Seattle Community Police Commission

700 Fifth Avenue, 16thFloor – Room 1640

         felicia.cross@seattle.gov

 

 

From: Justice For Herbert Hightower Jr. < > 
Sent: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 3:42 PM
To: Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov>
Subject: Re: CPC Meeting

 

CAUTION: External Email

Hi Felicia, 

 

Thank you for reaching out to me and inviting me to be a guest at the next CPC Community Engagement
meeting as well as your reflections on what has transpired thus far. Thank you also for the condolences for the
loss of my brother, Herbert Hightower Jr.   

 

I would like to speak with you all regarding the concerns mentioned above as well as other concerns that I
have but would prefer to do so when the CPC quorum is present. Therefore; I would like to request that I be a
guest at a meeting not during a Community Engagement meeting but rather during one of your public
meetings. I feel this allows for further transparency as well as allows those who have been directly impacted
by police violence to speak in a forum that is more aligned with uplifting the voices of those affected by police
violence in a way that I don't believe has been done in the ten years that the commission has been in
existence. 

 

Please let me know if that is a possibility and if you have any questions. Thank you. 

 

Best Regards, 

Castill 

 

On Tue, Jan 17, 2023 at 2:45 PM Cross, Felicia <Felicia.Cross@seattle.gov> wrote:

Hello Ms. Castill,
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I am reaching out to you because of the deep reflections I have had about the last Community
Engagement meeting as well as others. First let me say, Thank you for your persistence. And I
do sincerely give you my condolences about your brother. As I have been reflecting on your
words, I realize a couple of things.

1. You are saying the same things over and over, so what is it that I really am not hearing?
2. What can the CPC do to better uplift the voices of the community such as yours?
3. What can the CPC do today to support the community as stated in the ordinance?

 

From this I realize, I regretfully admit and own that I don’t personally know your brother’s
whole story or all of the events that lead to his death. I know bits and pieces, but not the whole
story told by those most impacted, such as yourself. With that being said, I am sure I am not the
only one in the CPC meetings that do not know the whole story of your brother.

 

I would like to invite you to be the guest for the next Community Engagement meeting?

I would like to respectfully ask if you would be willing to talk to us about your brother and the
events that lead up to where are things today with his case.

 

I look forward to hearing from you.

 

Sincerely & Respectfully,

 

Felicia

 

Felicia Cross

Community Engagement Director

Seattle Community Police Commission

700 Fifth Avenue, 16thFloor – Room 1640

         felicia.cross@seattle.gov
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